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Truth crushed to earth shall rise again; 

The eternal years of God are hers; 

But Error, wounded, writhes with pain, 

And dies among his worshipers. 
—William Cullen Bryant 


WA 


NOTICES 


If anyone has any relatives or friends stationed at the 
Air Base in Great Falls, Montana, please contact Rev. 
ea Seagraves, 1012 1st Avenue, N.W., Great Falls, Mon- 

ana. 


C. E. Richard is now in evangelistic work and may be 
contacted at 5100 13th Avenue, North, Birmingham 6, 
Alabama. Phone 59-7990. 

Men with sea experience—especially Christians—are re- 
quested to contact Leslie F. Yelland, 83 Mount Auburn 
Street, Watertown, Massachusetts. Plans are being made 
by Brother Yelland to reach with the gospel as many as 
possible of the four million seamen who come in our 
coast ports each year. 


If you have a friend or son at Fort Hamilton Army 
Base, Floyd Bennett Air Force Base, or anywhere in the 
area of New York City or Long Island, please contact 
Eugene Nicholson, 146-53 Brookville Boulevard, Rosedale 
22, Long Island, New York. Phone LAurelton 8-9359. The 
church is located at 615 5ist Street, Brooklyn, New York. 

If anyone knows where there are good church pews for 
sale at a reasonable price, please notify A. C. Stanfil, 
924 Work Drive, Akron, Ohio. These pews are needed for 
the Church of God at 1316 Kentucky Avenue in Akron. 
—A. C. Stanfil, Pastor. 

The Montana-Wyoming Camp Meeting will convene 
July 11-16 at the campground in Livingston, Montana. 
Lewis J. Willis will be the evening speaker. 

The New York Camp Meeting will convene July 11-17 
at the Shady Lawn Motor Court which is six miles south 
of Glen Falls, New York, on U. S. Route 9. V. B. “Vep” 
Ellis will be the evening speaker. 

The Indiana Camp Meeting will convene July 12-16 in 
Austin. 


The Michigan Camp Meeting will convene July 18-23 in 
Flint. R. P. Johnson will be the morning speaker and 
Raymond Crowley will be the evening speaker. 

The Missouri Camp Meeting will convene July 18-23 at 
the Methodist Campground in Arcadia. V. B. “Vep” Ellis 
will be the evening speaker. 


The New Jersey Camp Meeting will convene July 21-24 
at Pleasantville. 

The West Virginia Camp Meeting will convene July 18- 
23 at Beckley. Earl P. Paulk, Sr. will be the evening speak- 
er and George D. Lemons ‘will be the morning speaker. 


DO NOT BECOME ALARMED 

If you have failed to receive your Evangel. We have your 
order, if you mailed it. Here is the reason you have not 
received it. Since the last days of the Publishing House 
Contest, we have received from twenty to twenty-five 
thousand subscri geo We can process only one thou- 
sand per day with our equipment. Therefore, it will take 
about five weeks to process all of them. 

Thank you for your cooperation and patience. You 
shall receive your Evangel.—H. Bernard Dixon, Sales 
Manager. 
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2. In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, 
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3. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the 
Father, See of the Holy Ghost, and born of the 
Virgin Mary. That Jesus was crucified, buried, and raised 
from the dead; that He ascended to heaven and is today 
at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor. 

4. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and that repentance is commanded of God for all 
and necessary for forgiveness of sins. 

5. That justification, regeneration, and the new birth 
are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, throu > 
Holy yan blood of Christ; through the Word, and by t 

oly 

Holiness to be God’s standard of living for His people. 

Ps In a, baptism of the Holy Ghost subsequent to a 
clean 

9. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives ut- 
terance, and that it is the initial evidence oF the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 

10. In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent 
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13. In the pre second coming of Jesus. First, to 
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14. In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the 
righteous and eternal punishment for the wicked. 
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eThree Looks 


at Assurance 
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By PAUL L. WALKER 
State Sunday School and Youth Director of California 


2 Timothy 4:6-8: “For I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing.” 


illusiveness. Times change; the world is transi- 

tory; insecurity harangues men, and their hearts 
“melt within them” at the horrors of the times in which 
man, in his ingenuity, has concocted an array of atoms 
that in a moment’s notice can make this earth ancient 
history, and can produce a heat even four times hot- 
ter than the sun which our God hath created. It is no 
wonder that leaders, however corrupt in times past, at 
this moment will pay any price for peace, and that 
statesmen seek diligently to solve the fears of mankind 
through councils, treaties, organizations, and legislation. 
These, however, in all respects have failed, for in 14,513 
wars man has made 4,711 treaties of which 4,697 have 
been broken or have failed in their purpose. In the midst 
of this chaos, when no complete assurance of life can be 
guaranteed, there stands a bliss of heart and a faith as 
Gibraltar which forms the very bulwark of all true be- 
lievers—“the doctrine of assurance.” A doctrine forgot- 
ten; a doctrine ridiculed by Catholicism, exploited by 
compromisers, laughed at by liberalists, and debauched 
by the faithless. Nevertheless, it remains that a true 
Christian, a converted man, may reach such an elevated 
degree in Christ that he shall be confident of the safety 
of his soul, be oblivious of doubts, be heedless of fears, 
be unmindful of anxious questionings, and in the words 
of Bishop Ryle “Though vexed by many an inward con- 
flict with sin, shall look forward to death without trem- 
bling, and to judgment without dismay.” 

Many Christians lack this assurance, and are thereby 
robbing themselves of the joy of their relationship with 
Christ. Some time ago I chanced to meet a bleary-eyed, 
inebriated, degraded, specimen of humanity who, upon 
over-hearing my conversation with a friend, tried to es- 
tablish grounds of acquaintance upon the fact that we 
were graduates of the same college. I soon inquired into 
his religious life and found him to be a member of the 
largest church in town, a Sunday School teacher, and 

member of the deacons’ board. Upon further conversa- 

on, however, I asked him if he were a Christian and 


les ODAY WE LIVE in a world filled with fear and 
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received the answer of myriad thousands of this religious 
age, “Well, I hope I am.” He was a modernist, true; a 
nominalist, true; a poor example of the human race; 
much poorer as an example of a church member I will 
agree. However, here, in essence, is the position in which 
many Pentecostals and enlightened churchgoers find 
themselves as they swim in an abyss of fear in spite of 
their profession, their testimony, their shouts, their 
church-going, their legality, and their faithfulness. They 
have only a “hope I am,” and not a “know I am.” 
They have only a “think so,” and not an “assured experi- 
ence.” They are the hundreds who shout one day and 
pout the next, claim victory and yet live defeat—the 
“inners and outers,” “uppers, downers, and round-about- 
ers.” They are those who never rest upon the fact “that 
my Redeemer liveth,” that “Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,” that 
“the effect of righteousness” is “assurance forever.” 
They are those who can never say with Paul, “I am per- 
suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor pdéwers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God,” with 
Peter, “Make your calling and election sure,” with John, 
“We know that we have passed from death unto life,” 
and again “These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life.” If you, my friend, are 
among this number, let us take a look at assurance 
through the example of the Apostle Paul whose first 
look was a downward look. 
THE DOWNWARD LOOK OF ASSURANCE 


THE NEED OF CHRISTENDOM today is not 
more evangelists, more churches, more campaigns, or 
more altars, but a revival of assurance that will enable 
believers to take the DOWNWARD LOOK with Paul and 
say, “I am ready to be offered” and to “depart” to face 
the solemn, cold fact of death and the grave. Of what 
avail are evangelists, churches, campaigns, and altars, 
if those already won are possessed of fear and precari- 
ously suspended in an experience without assurance? 
Here is the first look at assurance of which Paul could 
say “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where 
is thy sting?” and “For me... to die is gain.” Paul 
could sing in the dark dungeon, witness to the potentates, 
preach to assailants who whipped him, stoned him, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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To READ Like a Migkty Army is to realize 
that it is a consecrated work of true scholarship. Though 
& it is a history of the Church of God, it may be read as an 


interesting novel. It has an appeal for the lover of liter 
ature as well as for the historian of the Christian Church’ 
The author purposes to tell in an interesting way, the 
history of a church from its origin to its now prominent 
place in modern Christianity. The reader relives the sim- 


ple, yet devout life of the Church’s founders. Mental 
pictures are painted of the persecution days of the little 
struggling body of believers. Some of the experiences are 





similar to those suffered by the early Christian Church. 

The setting of the first chapters is the mountain sec- 
tion of East Tennessee, West North Carolina and North 
Georgia. The life of the country folk is beautifully de- 
scribed. The reader finds himself plowing with the par- 
son until nightfall and then accompanying him and 


his family to the little community schoolhouse for wor- 
ship. The rugged mountain life is somewhat a symbol of 





the religion of the believers. 

From a common vision of only a few, grew what is to- 
day a denomination with thousands of followers. The 
author gives an authentic history of its growth in num- 
bers and influence. The good is given along with the bad. 
The victories are related with the defeats. It is a history 


in the truest sense of the word. 

The writer clearly defines the denomination about 
which it is written. As a general official in the same 
church, he writes with authority. As a historian, he dis- 
plays unusual talent. The style is one of ease and sim- 


plicity. One thing that cannot be overlooked is the inter- 
esting manner in which it is written. 

Truly, no complete library may remain so, without the 
addition of this volume. No minister can speak. as an 


authority on the Church of God until he has read this 
account. Laymen will certainly be inspired by the fervor 

and devotion of the Christians about whom it is written. 

It will surely be unfortunate if no more books come 


from the pen of this able author.—Earl P. Paulk, Jr., 
Pastor, Hemphill Avenue Church of God, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. 
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acclaimed A LONG-AWAITED and much-needed his- 
tory of the Church of God is now off the press. Like a 

Mighty Army, by Charles W. Conn, is indeed a fine piece 

on every hand of work. It is a work of which the Church can justly be 
proud, for it is written in true literary style, yet it re- 

tains the feelings and emotions of one who loves that 

by those who about which he writes. It is “crammed full” of historical 
data and well-authenticated facts, but is by no means 

stuffy or boring like many histories of a similar nature. 

have read a Rather, it is alluringly alive with the pioneer spirit of 
adventure, of spiritual life and growth, and the shouts of 

Holy-Ghost-filled soldiers of the cross of whom the world 

was not worthy. It was these pioneers, even in the midst 

of terrible trials and tribulations, who set in motion a 

Wa movement which would in these last days require and 
demand such a book as Like a Mighty Army. It makes 

me proud that I am a product of this “Mighty Army” of 

Pentecostal people called the Church of God.—Wade H. 

Horton, Field Representative of the Church of God For 


More reviews and comments. . . eign Missions Department. 
The Church of God Evangel 
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AS I CAREFULLY perused the pages of the 
book Like a Mighty Army, they were filled with warmth 
and life not found in most histories. 

The expressive language used by the author dispels the 
drab and monotonous burden of reading history. This 
graphic account of Church of God history, though fully 
documented and authenticated, reads with the same 
thrill as Christian fiction. 

There were times when I could hardly restrain from 
crying as I read thrilling accounts of the pioneers of the 
organization. It seems that I have become intimately ac- 
quainted with the founding fathers of our Church 
through the ready pen of the author. 

Each member and minister should make the reading of 
Like a Mighty Army one of the “musts” in their lives. By 
so doing it will assist them in charting the course for the 
future of the Church.—Ray H. Hughes, National Sunday 
School and Youth Director of the Church of God. 


‘TWA 

AFTER THOROUGHLY reading the manu- 
script of the history of the Church of God, Like a 
Mighty Army, I am of the firm opinion that we have at 
last a complete and concise history of the Church and 
its various departments. To my personal knowledge the 
author spent many hours of ardent work and much time 
in doing research, and interviewing numerous contempo- 
rary eyewitnesses whose testimony is authentic, thus 
bringing to the readers something for which they have 
longed for a great number of years. The author, Rev- 
erend Charles W. Conn, is to be congratulated on this, 
one of our finest works in the field of literature—Paul 
H. Walker, Executive Foreign Missions Secretary of the 


Church of God. 


LIKE A MIGHTY ARMY, a history of the 
Church of God, written by Charles W. Conn, is, in my 
opinion, one of the most important denominational his- 
tories in print and should be in the homes of the entire 
constituency of the Church of God, as well as in li- 
braries throughout the nation. It not only sets forth 
the origin and functions of our Church, but it also points 
out the purpose of its existence. The style in which the 
history is written impresses me because it is not the 
mere presentation of cold historical facts, but it is a 
delightful narration of interesting events. It is seen clear- 
ly that the author has been faithful in trying to give 
the whole picture of this “Great Army’—the errors as 
well as the achievements, the defeats as well as the vic- 
tories. It is a splendid work—historical and literary.— 
W. E. Johnson, State Overseer of Tennessee. 


A 


I HIGHLY RECOMMEND to all lovers of 
good books Like a Mighty Army, written by Charles W. 
Conn. The beautiful style in which it is written makes 
it a pleasure to read. It is highly informative and no 
student of modern church history should consider his 
library complete without this book.—J. Frank Spivey, 
Pastor of the Church of God in Kannapolis, North Caro- 


lina. 
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I HAVE LONG FELT keenly the need of an 
up-to-date history of the Church of God, and I rejoice 
that we now have such a history which should be placed 
in every Church of God home, in public libraries, and in 
the libraries of church-operated colleges—John L. Byrd, 
State Overseer of Alabama. 


WH 


AFTER READING thoroughly and then re- 
reading Like a Mighty Army, I feel that the facts about 
the Church of God are narrated as accurately as it would 
be possible to relate them. I sincerely feel that Like a 
Mighty Army will have a home in many libraries in days 
to come.—L. H. Aultman, State Overseer of North Caro- 


lina. 
WA 


CHARLES W. CONN has done a masterful 
job in presenting to an interested world the history of 
the Church of God. The reading of this book will not only 
inspire those of us who have been a part of this Church, 
but it will become a vital witness to those who find 
themselves forced to recognize the power and presence 
of the Pentecostal testimony in these last days. 

One cannot possibly read this work without finding in- 
spiration as well as information. The genesis of the 
Church is of outstanding significance. The author truth- 
fully and graphically traces this beginning, not to some 
man or movement, but rather to a group of humble holi- 
ness folk who, like so many others in divers places, were 
hungry for a religion that was both vibrant and virile. 
Surely, no sincere Christian can read these pages without 
a strengthened faith that it pays to walk humbly with 
the Lord. 

Like a Mighty Army should have a wide appeal. The 
entire constituency of the Church of God should proudly 
and reverently read it; the whole body of Pentecostal be- 
lievers will find it a dynamic testimony as to the power 
of primitive Pentecost; the student of church history 
can glean from its pages much information that is not 
to be found in any other book. I commend it to you as 
history that is interesting—history that will inspire as 
well as inform!—James L. Slay, Pastor of Tremont Ave- 
nue Church of God, Greenville, South Carolina. 
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Oj, Piicircth / 
What of Thee: 


By JOHN E. BLACK 
Pastor, DeKalb, Illinois 


“And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?” John 1:46. 


HE CITY OF NAZARETH is a beautiful place. It 
} is located among the mountains of Zebulun, in the 
regions of Galilee. The nice homes, with the vines 
clinging to their walls, are very attractive to the eye. The 
beautiful buildings, which are surrounded by colorful, 
sweet-smelling flowers, are adorable. At the back of the 
city, a hill points five hundred feet into the air, and from 
it can be seen the mountains of Galilee, with snowy 
Hermon towering above them all. A few miles to the west 
are the sparkling waters of the Mediterranean. From ev- 
ery angle the scenery is beautiful. 

In the time of Jesus, the population of the city was 
estimated at about 6,000. The citizenry of the city proba- 
bly consisted of businessmen, physicians, carpenters, etc., 
just as in any other place. I assume that some of the 
people were very respectable; however, the question of 
Nathanael, “Can there any good thing come out of Naz- 
areth?” leaves the impression that Nazareth must have 
been a notoriously wicked town. In spite of all the natural 
beauty of the place, there must have been much corrup- 
tion in it. Regardless of the beauty of the paved streets 
there must have been a “skidrow” in the town. Na- 
thanael was probably so well acquainted with it that he 
had a right to wonder if it would ever amount to any- 
thing He wondered if it would ever know anything but 
wickedness. 

A very peculiar event took place in the city, one that 
had never happened before and has never happened since. 
On one of the side streets was a little carpenter shop. 
The operator of the shop was a young man named Joseph. 
There was a virgin named Mary espoused to him; they 
were happy and rejoicing. 

God smiled on the couple, especially on Mary. She saw 
a very peculiar sight; an angel approached her; he came 
closer, closer, closer, and finally he spoke to her. Oh, 
what a mysterious event! Gabriel, the angel sent from 
God, brought a message to a precious, perfect, respectable 
virgin espoused to Joseph. The angel began to speak, 
“Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with 
thee, blessed art thou among women.” Breath-taking! In- 
deed it was. Exciting! It was the most exciting thing that 
she had ever seen. She was very much upset; she was 
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troubled at his saying. She began to wonder about it and 
to place in her mind her idea of the incident. Gabriel, 
seeing her nervous condition, began to tell her more. 
“Fear not, Mary: for thou has found favour with God. 
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.” Mary, 
shocked at such an approach, hardly realized what was 
taking place. Gabriel speaks on, “He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of his father David.” 
Oh, what a Son, what a promise, and what favor Mary 
had acquired! But that was not all—let us listen to more, 
“And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom, there shall be no end.” Mary, with 
her eyes glittering and a shine of glory round about her, 
began to concentrate upon the message and asked the 
biological question, “(How shall this be, seeing that I know 
not a man?” Gabriel answered in this manner, “The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the High- 
est shall overshadow thee: therefore that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.” When God deals directly, “ologies” scatter, “isms” 
flee, and He does the performing. 

Mary, after receiving the message, was very happy. 
She paid a visit to her cousin Elizabeth, who had con- 
ceived in her old age, and told her the good news. Eliza- 
beth rejoiced, her babe leaped within her, and she was 
filled with the Holy Ghost. Although Nathanael probably 
grouped the entire city and called it corrupt, a very 
sacred and holy event had happened there. 


AFTER A FEW MONTHS, Caesar Augustus 
sent out a decree that all in the world should be taxed. 
Joseph and Mary made the long trip from Nazareth, 
Galilee to Bethlehem, Judea. Upon arriving in Bethlehem, 
after a few days’ journey, the days were accomplished 
that Mary should be delivered. They could not get in the 
inn, since that was a busy place during the taxation peri- 
od. They made their way to the first place of vacancy— 
the manger. There Mary brought forth her first-born 
son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes. This birth 
was so out of the ordinary that the angel saw some 
shepherds keeping watch over their flocks by night, and 
rushed down to bring the message to them. They were ex- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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cited, but the angel said, “Fear not.” Why should they not 
fear? It was because the message was telling them of the 
birth of the One who would save His people from their 
sins. It was so marvelous that while the angel was deliv- 


@ the message, a multitude of the heavenly host sud- 


denly appeared with the angel and began to sing, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” Why all the jubilee? Why all the glorious 
singing of the heavenly chorus? It was because of the 
fact that a Saviour was born. A star appeared in the 
East and led three wise men to the birthplace. This great 
blessing had been placed upon a couple from Nazareth. 

The Wise Men arrived at the birthplace and being 
warned of God, they did not return to King Herod. The 
angel of the Lord warned Joseph, saying, “Take the 
young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be 
thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek 
to destroy him.” God always cares for his own, and in 
this case, He not only protected the young babe, but also 
He looked through the telescope of time and protected 
the many generations of believers. After the death of 
Herod, the angel told Joseph to take the mother and the 
young Child and go into the land of Israel. Joseph did 
as the angel told him, and upon his arrival in Israel, he 
received word that Archelaus was reigning as king in 
Judea in the place of his father. Joseph still remembered 
the brutal heart of King Herod, and fear came over him. 
Then God again warned him in a dream, and told him 
to “turn aside into the parts of Galilee.” Upon entering 
Galilee, Joseph and his family made their way into the 
city called Nazareth. 

There they settled and lived as citizens of the little city. 
Jesus, the young Babe, grew; He “waxed strong in the 
Spirit,” and was “filled with wisdom.” He began, at an 
early age, to notice the various characteristics of people. 
The natural beauty around Nazareth added much to His 
way of thinking. It was when wandering as a lad in the 
fields of Galilee that He gathered the images of beauty 
which He used later in a marvelous way. It was while 
skipping over the hills around Nazareth, as a boy, that 
He acquired a habit of His later life—that of retreating 
to the mountaintops to spend the night in solitary prayer. 
The doctrines of His future preaching were stored up in 
hidden wells, which were later poured out into a living 
stream. No doubt, He had spent many hours by himself 
in happy and undisturbed meditation and prayer. He 
often helped Joseph around the carpenter shop. As we 
take a look at Nazareth now, let us ask the question 
again, “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 


EVERY YEAR at the passover time, Mary 
and Joseph had to make the long trip to Jerusalem. The 
young Boy started making the trips with them at the 
age of twelve. This was a time of rejoicing for all. It 
was there that the constantly growing caravans of peo- 
ple mingled and were filled with the religious enthusi- 
asm of the great ecclesiastical event of the year. Every 
mile of the trip was trimmed with historical and inspira- 
tional events. His “eager to learn” heart was thrilled to 
the uttermost. The destination was a city loved and 
cherished by every Jewish heart. It was a city full of 
memories, thrills, and events that touch every heart. It 
was especially striking for the Boy Jesus. He was so inter- 
ested in the new scenery and conversations that He for- 
got about the time set to start on their journey home. 
One spot that He was greatly interested in, was the Tem- 
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ple where the masters of wisdom taught. His young mind 
was so full of questions and ideas that it astonished 
those who taught. His thirst for knowledge had an op- 
portunity for the first time to drink its fill. It was there 
that His parents, who had missed Him after a day’s 
journey, found Him listening with excited interest to the 
oracles of the wisdom of the day. Oh, what a masterful 
mind in a lad! Who is this Boy? Where did He come 
from? So far this was the only active event of the Lad’s 
life other than His growing up in the city of Nazareth. 

After about thirty years of silence and obscurity in 
Nazareth, Jesus stepped forth on the public stage, and 
Nazareth became a recognized city. Possibly those within 
the city hardly realized what was about to take place. 
Jesus, with a heart hungry to be a blessing to the entire 
world, left His home town and started on His journey, 
teaching, healing, and doing good to all. 

He was a man with power over evil spirits; He entered 
a synagogue one Sabbath day, and started teaching; 
those who heard Him were astonished at His doctrine, 
for there was a great difference in His teaching and that 
of the scribes. He taught as one with authority. 
While He was teaching, there was a man in the syna- 
gogue with an unclean spirit. He began to cry for freedom 
saying, “Art thou come to destroy us?” He further stated 
that he knew Jesus. He called Him “thou Jesus of Naz- 
areth,” and the “Holy One of God.” Friend, if we have 
Jesus on our side, we have all; even the powers of Satan 
will recognize Him. Jesus rebuked the evil spirit and it 
came out of the man. The devil takes up his anchor and 
leaves when Jesus the Nazarite says “Go.” 


HE Is A MAN having great compassion on 
those who need His help. He and His disciples were near- 
ing Jericho. A multitude of people was passing by. Every 
one, with his eyes fastened on Jesus, was staying in line 
in order to keep up with the crowd. By the curb sat one 
who had been blind a long time; he heard the mumbling, 
rustling, and the footsteps of many people. He realized 
that something was happening; he asked about it and 
learned that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. Like a 
flash of lightning, he called out, “Jesus, thou son of Da- 
vid, have mercy on me.” Why did he do such a thing 
at that time? Why did he cry aloud, when he knew that 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Lesson: Deut. 6:6-13 


Text: Matt. 28:20a, “Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you.” 


HRISTIAN TEACHING as a distinct responsibility 
c of the Church rests upon the realization that the 

Church of God has, of necessity, a teaching func- 
tion. The Church must teach just as it must preach, or 
it ceases to be a church. Responsibility for teaching rests 
upon the whole Church, although a few members under- 
take specific teaching assignments. The same relation- 
ship exists in this consideration as it does in the preach- 
ing of the gospel. The whole Church shares in the preach- 
ing of the pure gospel, although a limited number of per- 
sons are called to preach. In essence, teaching belongs to 
the Church, and a church that neglects this ministry 
has lost something that is indispensable to its nature as 
a church. 

We note the prominence of teaching in the Old Testa- 
ment. The persistence of a holy faith in Israel from gen- 
eration to generation was the consequence of the faithful 
teaching of unnumbered and unremembered Israelites. 
According to Deuteronomy 6, the response of the Israel- 
ites to God’s love for them was to be, first of all, a love 
for Him that would encompass their entire being. Next, 
as an expression of this love, they were to teach their 
children and grandchildren about God. For an Israelite 
to fail at this point, so as to allow his descendants to be 
deprived of a knowledge of God, would be an indication 
that he did not love God with all his heart and mind and 


soul. 
Men marvel that a farmer, such as Amos growing up 
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in the rough country on the edge of the Judean hills with 
few cultural advantages, should suddenly step forth as a 
prophet of God whose messages were expressed in superb 
style. How did this farmer come to have such insight into 
the history and destiny of his people and to possess such 
mastery of literary expression? He was an educated man 
behind whom lay centuries of life and thought in Israel. 
When he spoke, the whole of Israel’s heritage was em- 
bodied in his words. By what means was that heritage 
transmitted to him? We have no concrete evidence, but 
the likelihood is that he was a product of one of those 
homes in which parents, grandparents, and great-grand- 
parents faithfully performed their teaching duties. 

Teaching is also very conspicious in the New Testa- 
ment. To the crowds which thronged Christ, He was more 
the teacher than the prophet. “Teacher” or “Rabbi” was 
His usual title. Nicodemus (John 3:2) said, “Thou art a 
teacher sent from God,” rather than, “Thou art a prophet 
sent from God.” Teaching claimed so great a part of His 
ministry that the impression of the “Great Teacher” was 
created and still remains. 

The command of the risen Christ was that His disci- 
ples should carry His gospel into the whole world by 
teaching it. Of the disciples it is said in Acts 5:42, “They 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” The apos- 
tles were not only preachers but also teachers, and it 
was the same gospel that they both preached and taught. 

Paul leaves no doubt as to the fact that he concluded 
that the preaching of the gospel was his primary re- 
sponsibility; yet, he is constantly pictured as both preach- 
ing and teaching. In his letters to Timothy he lays great 
weight upon the importance of teaching, both in Tim- 
othy’s own ministry and in the Church in general. For 
this work of teaching a special order in the ministry is 
recognized alongside apostles, prophets, evangelists, and 
pastors. In 1 Corinthians 12:28, Paul places teachers next 
in order after prophets, while in Ephesians 4:11, evan- 
gelists and pastors are placed ahead of them. These two 
passages, however, make it plain that teachers are an es- 
sential part of the Church’s ministry. 

Therefore, this message is dedicated, first, to the task 
of showing that Christian teaching exists because the life 
that came into the world with Jesus Christ demands a 
human channel of communication that it may reach the 
persons of the world and become their life; second, to 
the task of showing that the aim of Christian teaching 
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is to widen and deepen that human channel to help for- 
ward the growth of the kingdom of God through Jesus 
Christ. 

Let us examine the subject. 


THE PREMISES OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING 


NOTICE, FIRST, the relationship between 
Word and Church. The Church is the human instrument 
called into being by God’s revelation of Himself in His 
Word. The revelation of God creates the Church. It is 
not a self-existent reality, but comes into being and re- 
mains in being only as God makes Himself known in 
His Word. 

It is God Himself who is revealed—not just something 
about God, but a truth that is at the same time a life. 
If it is to be communicated to the world, it must be 
through persons in whom the life as well as the truth 
can be embodied. God reveals Himself to persons that, 
through them, He may become known to yet other per- 
sons, and the Church is the fellowship of these persons 
to whom and through whom God is making Himself 
known. 

Thus, the Word of God and the Church are insepara- 
ble. Both are necessary to God that He may reveal Him- 
self in judgment and in mercy as the God He is. Word 
and Church belong together in that order, the Word first 
and the Church second. The Word creates the Church, 
not the Church, the Word. The Church is wholly de- 
pendent upon the Word and has no existence without it. 
The Word without the Church remains still the Word of 
God, merely shorn for the time of the means of communi- 
cating itself to the world. And it does not long remain 
bereft. Where one church fails in its ministry, the Word 
of God is able to call into being another church for its 
service. It has happened more than once. 

Let us now examine the reason for Christian teaching. 
In the light of all that has been said thus far, we must 
now attempt to define the goal of Christian teaching. 
The assumption with which we begin is a simple one. 
That which is done in the educational program of the 
Church today should be a valid continuation of what was 
done by Jesus with His disciples; then by those disciples 
with the people to whom they ministered, and by the 
early Church with Jews and gentiles who found their 
way into it. What then was the purpose in teaching, first 
of Jesus with the disciples, then of the early church with 
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The provocative message that stirred 
the delegates to the recent Sunday School and 
Youth Congresses. 


its converts? There seemed to be three purposes inter- 
mingled. 

First is the proclamation in an intimate person-to- 
person situation—not preaching as we ordinarily think 
of it; yet, indistinguishable from preaching in its truest 
nature. We find Jesus in a variety of ways speaking the 
Word of God over and over to His disciples. It was not 
sufficient for them merely to hear once and to respond to 
the call, “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand.” It 
was so easy for the eyes of the spirit to grow dim and 
for the confidence of faith to be shaken. When Jesus 
found this happening, He called them to a fresh re- 
pentance in an abrupt and decisive fashion. Notice how 
sharply He challenged them upon finding them confi- 
dently discussing who should have first place in the king- 
dom. He drew a little child into the center of the group 
and told them that unless they changed and became like 
that little child in faith, they would have no part in the 
kingdom of God. 

Second was the necessity that the disciples should be 
instructed more fully in the truth of the gospel so that 
they might leave behind their old, inadequate under- 
standing of God. They had grown to adult life in a Jew- 
ish society which considered itself superior to the rest of 
the world in its knowledge of God. Therefore, they had 
had stamped upon their minds from infancy certain 
ideas which were not likely to be quickly removed. A good 
example of this is the fact that not until after the death 
of Jesus did the disciples give up their Jewish idea of the 
Messiah as one who would suddenly, by demonstration 
of supernatural powers, inaugurate a universal kingdom 
in which Jerusalem would become the center of world 
government. The very word “disciple” that Jesus used for 
them meant “learner” or “student” and their education 
at every stage was concerned with leading them away 
from their inadequate conceptions of their relationship 
to God and their fellow man. Jesus was conscious that 
He had been able to take them only a short distance on 
the way, and He promised them that when He was gone 
from them, they would find in the Holy Spirit His own 
guiding presence leading them into all truth. 

These two purposes were in turn caught up into a 
third, that the disciples might be trained in mind and 
heart to exercise just such a ministry as that of Jesus 
Himself. They were being educated and disciplined that 
through them the movement of God’s kingdom, which 
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had begun in Jesus, might continue in them with in- 
creasing power and breadth. “Greater works than these 
shall ye do” had been Jesus’ promise to them. The strat- 
egy of Jesus was to begin with twelve, then to move be- 
yond these twelve to seventy, using the twelve to train 
the seventy. That was as far as Jesus reached in His life- 
time, but the line of development was not meant to stop 
there. From seventy the circle should move out to 420, 
and from 420 to 2520, on the principle that one trained 
disciple should be able to train six others. It was assumed 
in the early Church that anyone who became a Chris- 
tian had chosen this life of discipleship and was pre- 
pared to take training for it. This was the source of ex- 
plosive power in the early Church. 
Let us now appraise— 
THE PROGRAM OF CHRISTIAN TRAINING 


WE HAVE SEEN THAT the Church is the fo- 
cal point around which the educational program is built. 
The program must be such that it will lead people, from 
their earliest to their latest years, ever more fully into 
the faith and life of Jesus Christ. We must try now to see 
in greater detail the structure of a program of Christian 
teaching that seeks to provide for the growth of believ- 
ers, in the most definite way, into the full faith and life 
of the Church. 

Teaching in the Scriptures 

First, it must be teaching in the Scriptures for, apart 
from the Scriptures, we never rightly know what the 
Church is. This does not mean merely to secure the 
greatest possible measure of conformity with the Church 
as it is, but rather a reaching-out boldly to cause the 
Church to become that which God intends it to be. In 
the Scriptures we are constantly aware of two churches 
—a true and a false, a church that is responding to God 
in faith and obedience and a church that is content with 
its own moral and religious attainments. There is a Si- 
mon Peter who confesses his faith in Christ as his Lord 
and is thereby commended, and there is a Simon Peter 
who denies his Lord and is thereby condemned. There is 
one church in Jeremiah and another in the priests of 
the temples who opposed him. The Scriptures then are 
central, that God may make Himself known through 
them and open to men the life of His kingdom. They are 
to be studied not for their own sake, but for the sake of 
the revelation of truth and life that may take place 
through them. 

Teaching in Worship 

Certainly, Christian teaching on this basis must be a 
step-by-step growth into the life which the Church has 
with God in worship. Before the Church can do anything 
or say anything, it must have its being, and it has its 
being in worship, which is its humble, grateful response 
to God who, by His Word, has called it into being. All 
the Church’s activities are manifestations of its being, 
but behind them, as its hidden source, is the Church’s 
communion with God. It is not only in formal worship 
that the Church knows the joy and strength of commun- 
ion with God. The members of the Church do not cease 
to be the Church when they are scattered to their occu- 
pations, and wherever they are, they must feed contin- 
ually upon the Bread of Life or they die. Worship is the 
Christian’s vital breath; therefore, we must plan how 
the child from earliest years may be led into meaningful 
participation in worship. 

Teaching in Christian Fellowship 

Christian teaching must provide for a growth of the 
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individual into the larger life that is possible in the fel- 
lowship of the Church. Many persons think of this aspect 
of church life as apart from religion. Let us go back to 
our definition of the Church. God in Christ not only 
binds men to Himself and opens to them the joy of com 
munion with Himself, but He also binds them to each 
other in love. This is different from ordinary good fellow- 
ship because of the depth of its origin, for believers hold 
to each other, not merely because they like each other, 
but because their lives henceforth have a common center 
in God 

We have only to describe the fellowship of the early 
Church to be made aware of the terrible lack in the 
modern congregation. Countless church members think 
and act as though their religion were a purely private 
matter. They do not let themselves be bound to anyone 
in the church or only to a small group of persons with 
whom they feel happy and comfortable. This is nothing 
less than a failure of a church to be the Church. It has 
become a conglomeration of individuals rather than a 
closely knit fellowship. 

Faith involves us at every point in a two-way relation- 
ship—with God and with our fellow man. To be a Chris- 
tian is to have our souls so laid open to God that we can 
close them to no man, not even to those who most deep- 
ly offend us. This then is the fellowship into which the 
child must grow from the first moments of his life. The 
home, if it is a Christian home, received him into the 
warmth and joy of this fellowship, but soon it must 
reach beyond the home. The Nursery Class has as one of 
its most important functions the successful bridging of 
the gap between the home and the Sunday School. As 
the child progresses through the Sunday School, each 
class should be regarded as a unit in the fellowship of 
the church, and great care should be taken to see that 
each child is incorporated into the common life of the 
group. 

Teaching in History 

Christian teaching must provide for growth not just 
into the Church of today, but into the Church of the ages 
—a Church whose depth of life and faith is revealed in 
history. The Church did not begin yesterday. It has 1900 
years of history behind it, and beyond that lie more than 
1500 years of history within the framework of Israel. 
With good reason, history has a very prominent place in 
the Scriptures. The history of the Church is its memory 
of itself. Ignorance of its history is equivalent to loss of 
memory. The man who has lost his memory cannot even 
find his way home for dinner. The plight of a church 
that has forgotten its history is something like that. It 
has to keep making all the old mistakes over again, be- 
cause the experience of the Church in the past counts 
for nothing. It has no perspective from which to judge 
the situations of the present. It can be led astray from 
its own truest tradition because it no longer sees clearly 
whence it came. It lacks the ability to discriminate be- 
tween the various doctrines that clamor for acceptance 
because it knows nothing of the Church’s struggle against 
false dogmas through the centuries. 


CHRISTIAN TEACHING, if it is to provide 
for growth into the full life of the Church, must have, in 
its purpose, specific training for being the Church in the 
world of today. It is not sufficient for the Church to de- 
fend itself against the forces that challenge it. We must 
not ask “how can we survive?” but rather, “how can we 
as the Church of Jesus Christ invade the world of unbe- 
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lief that is at our doors and convert the unbelievers to 
the Christian faith?” 
If we are to invade the world with the gospel, we must 
know where we are going and what obstacles we are 
kely to meet, and we must have our preliminary train- 
g pointed specifically toward providing us with the 
weapons and resources for overcoming those obstacles. 
We conclude that the Church has its being through the 
revelation of God by His Word. It exists only as long as 
it teaches the Word which reveals God to others. This 
revelation should commence from earliest age to death 
and can best be done through the Sunday School. 
Teaching is the answer to the challenge. The enemy 
from without has power to destroy the Church only when 
he finds the Church confused in its faith, vague concern- 
ing its own nature and destiny, and no longer clear in 
its own mind about what it owes to either God or man. 


THREE LOOKS AT ASSURANCE 


(Continued from page 3) 


cursed him, and hounded him until he faced this hour 
at Nero’s chopping block to exclaim, “I am ready to be 
offered.” Can you as a Christian watch a funeral pro- 
cession and long for heaven? Can you pass a coffin and 
glimpse eternal joy? Can you face the jaws of death and 
see the triumphant King of Glory, the Defeater of death, 
hell, and the grave? 

When but a small boy, I traversed to the bedside of a 
dying grandmother who had lived a miraculous life. Hers 
was a testimony of healing when America’s leading med- 
ical center had given up hope with a sad decree that 
she had a year at the most to live. God performed an 
operation, and after 24 years of preaching, she faced 
the closing annals of her time. She did not despair; she 
did not mourn; she did not question eternity. Nay, she 
called in her neighbors, preached her farewell message, 
looked into heaven, and with an illuminated expression 
exclaimed, “The room is filled with angels; I SEE JE- 
SUS!” A message in tongues, a quiver of a tired body, the 
closing gasp of breath, and THE DOWNWARD LOOK OF 
ASSURANCE brought a soul to rest. This is the first step 
of assurance. Can you face death without fear? 


THE BACKWARD LOOK OF ASSURANCE 


PAUL DID NOT LOOK at death only, but 
turning from his near departure from life, he began to 
be reminiscent of his past. Friend, behold the real test 
of assurance—looking at a past with no regrets! How few 
can testify, “My life has been spent for Jesus.” Many 
times my heart is burdened as I hear the tear-filled tes- 
timony of a gray-headed, aged, “babe in Christ” who pro- 
claims, “My only regret is that I started too late.” 

Youth, let us live a life we can look back upon and say: 
FIRST, “I have been a good soldier. I have fought a good 
fight!” Paul had fought the fight of faith. He had met 
and conquered. He met “principalities” in Felix who 
trembled at the gospel; he met “powers” in the Philip- 
pian damsel who was set free from a foul spirit. He met 
“rylers of darkness” in a Philippian jail, but an earth- 
quake brought release to him and salvation to a house- 
hold. He met “spiritual wickedness in high places” in the 
council of Jerusalem, but because of the oratory of God’s 
servant there “arose a descension among the Pharisees 
and Sadducees.” Paul had the assurance of God’s armor 
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for he had been on the front line, and have proved that 
the only way to stand against the “wiles of the devil” is 
to have the loins girt with truth, have on the breastplate 
of righteousness, have the feet shod with the gospel, take 
the shield of faith, wear the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit. Have you tried God’s armor? Have 
you been in the midst of the battle? This is the backward 
look of assurance. 

SECOND: “I have been a good runner. I have finished 
my course.” Paul could exclaim, “I have done my bid- 
ding,” for the Lord said unto Ananias, “He (Paul) is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.” This was 
Paul’s race, and he ran it well. What race are you run- 
ning? Will you finish the course? Oh, to know and do 
the will of God is assurance within itself! 

THIRD: “I have been a good steward: I have kept the 
faith. I have not been disobedient to the heavenly vi- 
sion.” Faith is a talent which is given to be used. There 
is no greater stench in God’s nostrils than self-satisfied 
Christians who bury their faith, their vision, and their 
zeal, and dry up in a shell of do-nothing, doubt, and fear, 
lest something run amiss. Oh, for stewards who will blos- 
som their faith with assurance! Faith is the root, but 
assurance is the flower; faith is a trembling woman 
reaching for a divine hem, but assurance is a dying 
Stephen who calmly beseeches “Lay not this sin to their 
charge.” Faith is a penitent, crucified thief crying for 
remembrance, but assurance is an outcast. Job, full of 
sores and humiliation, saying, “Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust him.” Faith is a drowning Peter crying for 
help, but assurance is a Pentecostal Peter preaching, 
“There is none other name . . . whereby we must be 
saved.” Faith is a petition, “Lord I believe: help thou my 
unbelief,” but assurance is a challenge, “Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God’s elect?” He that hath 
faith hath a rare gift, but he that hath assurance hath 
a ruby beyond value. To keep the faith one must have 
an assurance of the faith else the faith is lost. 


THE UPWARD LOOK OF ASSURANCE 


PAUL COULD NOW LOOK to the zenith and 
ultimatum of his assurance. He could turn from the 
obloquy and defamation of a cruel world to a future 
filled with reward as expressed by his “crown of right- 
eousness.” Paul did not speak with hesitation or mis- 
giving; he was assured. No fear of a great white throne 
—no fear of open books—no fear of an assembled world 
—no fear of revealed secrets, listening angels, or eternal 
separation of the lost and saved. He had a peerless as- 
surance facing death, a past life, and then a “God of 
recompense,” but assuredly a “God of reward.” His was 
not a selfish assurance, for Paul knew there were re- 
wards waiting for all of those “who love his appearing.” 
It is significant that this all-inclusive term is used, but 
it is readily explained in the fact that all who love the 
appearing of Christ will have met the required condi- 
tions of salvation and assurance. To watch and long for 
the coming of Christ is to live a life of assurance in the 
gospel. 

Now, my friend, have you met the conditions? Look 
downward at death; can you face it without fear? Look 
backward at your life; were you a soldier or a draft- 
dodger? Were you a runner or a falterer? Were you a 
steward or a slothful servant? Look forward to your fu- 
ture. Do you look and long for the appearing of the 
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Saviour? A positive answer means that you have the joy 
of an abundant, assured Christian life. A negative an- 
swer means that you face the chasm of fear, misgiving, 
and insecurity. Which life is yours? May God help you 
in this hour of decision. 
Q = 
OH NAZARETH, WHAT OF THEE? 
(Continued from page 7) 

a great number of people were nearby? It was because 
he had heard of this Man of Galilee, this Man of Naz- 
areth; he knew what kind of a person He was. Someone 
rebuked the poor one, telling him to be quiet. Did he re- 
frain from his crying? No, he cried much more; Jesus 
heard him and commanded that he be brought before 
Him. When he was brought near, Jesus asked the man 
what he wanted. He said, “Lord, that I might receive 
my sight.” Immediately he received his sight, and began 
to praise and glorify God. Who did this? From where did 
He come? 

He is the One who suffered on the cross that we today 
might be made free. He is the One who stood before 





Pilate, faultless. The crowd of people cried out, “Crucify 
Him.” Pilate said, “I find no fault in Him.” They still 
demanded, “Crucify Him.” Pilate, after a long discus- 
sion, released Him unto them that they might have the 
brutal hunger of their bloodthirsty hearts satisfied. They 
led Him (the Nazarite) out to the “place of a skull” to 
be crucified. The women wept, wailed, and moaned; He 
was suspended on the cross; a sponge filled with vinegar 
was forced into His mouth, and a spear pierced His side. 
All of this was punishment, suffering, and torture. Still, 
this did not cause His death; a broken heart caused it. 
The very thought of His crucifixion makes us quiver. 
Listen, my Friend, this suffering was not for nothing. All 
of the pain He endured was not in vain. Who did all 
this? Only Jesus of Nazareth could do such a thing. 

Then, we can say that the city of Nazareth was greatly 
blessed. The One who cleansed the lepers, rebuked the 
storms, the Friend of sinners, and the Saviour of the 
world is the “meek and lowly Nazarene.” Isaiah said, 
“His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 
Yes, Nazareth did amount to something—JESUS CAME 
FROM NAZARETH. 











HAYSLIP 

Robert C. Hayslip, 37-year-old resi- 
dent of Pepperell, Alabama, passed 
away Sunday afternoon, May 1, in the 
Lee County Hospital following a short 
illness. He was a faithful member of 
the Church of God in Opelika. Funeral 
services were held May 2 at his home 
church with interment in Rosemere 
Cemetery. Rev. W. H. Morrison, his 
pastor, officiated. Brother Hayslip was 
a native of Savannah, Georgia, and 
moved to Pepperell twenty-six years 
ago from Lanett, Alabama. Survivors 
include his mother, Mrs. Catherine 
Hayslip of Opelika; his brother, Al- 
bert F. Hayslip of Atlanta; and his 
grandmother, Mrs. Mary A. Lloyd of 
Opelika. He will be greatly missed by 
the Church as well as by his many 
friends.—S. C. Elrod. 


ROSE 

Our dear Brother William Ray Rose 
passed away to reap his reward on 
February 19, 1955, at the age of 43. He 
was a native of Arkansas, but was a 
resident of Grand Bay, Alabama, at 
the time of his death. He had been a 
faithful member of the Church of God 
in Bayou La Batre for several years 
and will be sadly missed by all who 
knew him. He leaves to mourn his 
passing his faithful wife, Anna Marie 
Rose, and one son, Johnnie Ray Rose. 
Officiating at his funeral were his 
pastor, Rev. M. B. Breland, and his 
former pastor, Rev. R. M. Creel.— 
James M. Hodges. 


HOLCOMBE 

Rev. Sam Holcombe was born Janu- 
ary 19, 1887, in Harlan County, Ken- 
tucky, and died March 29, 1955, at his 
home Cumberland, Kentucky. 
Brother Holcombe had been in the 
ministry for thirty-six years and had 
been an ordained minister with the 
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Church of God for over twenty-six 
years. Before uniting with the Church 
of God, he and his wife were members 
of the Free Pentecostal Church of God 
in Cumberland, Kentucky. Most of 
Brother Holcombe’s work was in the 
state of Kentucky where he pastored 
the following churches: Lynch, Cum- 
berland, Harlan, Middlesboro, and 
Freeburn. He organized the church in 
Lynch and Cumberland and built the 
church in Harlan. He worked very 
faithfully in the church for a great 
number of years serving the church 
as district overseer over a number of 
districts. Many great revivals took 
place in Kentucky as a result of the 
efforts of this man. His life of prayer 
will always stand out as a great part 
of his life. Kentucky has lost one of 
its great ministers, and his presence 
in our state meetings will be missed. 
The funeral service was conducted in 
the Cumberland Church of God by 
Rev. John C. Jernigan, who was a life 
long friend of Brother Holcombe; Rev. 
J. T. Pitts, pastor of the Highland 
Park Church; and Rev. A. M. Phillips, 
his state overseer. May the Lord bless 
his faithful wife, his children, friends, 
and relatives.—Reporter. 


MILAM 
Mrs. Nancy Milam, a member of 
the Church of God at Moultrie, Geor- 
gia, passed on to her reward on Feb- 
ruary 27, 1955. She was a devoted 
wife, a loving mother, and a saint of 
God who will be greatly missed by 





those who knew her. Sister Milam was 
seventy years old at the time of her 
death. She left behind her compan- 
ion, M. M. Milam, four sons, and five 
daughters. The funeral was conduct- 
ed by her pastor and Reverend Abbot 
of Hopewell Baptist Church. The body 
was laid to rest in the church ceme- 
tery until the Resurrection Day.—D. W. 
Mills, Pastor. 


WILSON 

Jonathan Wilson departed this life 
May 16, 1955, at the age of 93. Brother 
Wilson was the father of 11 children, 
47 grandchildren, 68 great-grandchil- 
dren, and 30 great-great-grandchil- 
dren. He became a Christian forty- 
seven years ago and had been a faith- 
ful member in the Church of God for 
thirty years. His funeral was conduct- 
ed by the pastor, M. E. Porter, who 
was assisted by J. B. Holcomb, the 
former pastor. 

EDWARD 

Mrs. Cora Edward passed away May 
22, 1955, at the age of 71. The church 
lost a true, faithful member and 
worker. Besides a host of friends, she 
is survived by three daughters and 
three sons.—I. J. Powell, Clerk. 


WILSON 
Robert Wilson, Jr., went to be with 
Jesus on April 27, 1955, at 17 years of 
age. He was afflicted during nearly all 
of his life on earth. He was the son 
of Robert Wilson, Sr., who is a faithful 
member of the Church of God in Nor- 
ton, Virginia. J. B. Holcomb, the pas- 
tor, was the officiating minister at 

the funeral. 

JOHNSON 
Martin Johnson, a licensed minis- 
ter in the Church of God in Barbados, 
British West Indies, died May 6, 1955. 
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ROCKY HILL, Miss.—Recently we 
had a four-and-a-half weeks’ revival 
in which God met with us in a won- 
derful way. It was the greatest revival 
that the Rocky Hill Church of God 
has had in several years. Thirty-eight 
were saved, 13 sanctified, 13 filled with 
the Holy Ghost, 23 baptized in water, 
and 17 added to the Church. Also, our 
Sunday School attendance soared 
high for which we praise the Lord. 
Our evangelist was David Williams.— 
John A. Lombard. Pastor. 

ACOSTA, Pa.—We have just had a 
two-weeks’ revival which everyone felt 
was one of the greatest we have had 
for quite awhile. The Holy Spirit led 
in such a wonderful way. Many back- 
sliders returned to God and the 
Church, souls were saved, and some 
wonderful healings took place. Eloise 
Mahle was our evangelist. Her minis- 
try and wonderful preaching were a 
blessing to our church, and the won- 
derful singing of her two _ lovely 
daughters thrilled our souls. We be- 
lieve any church engaging her as their 
evangelist will be greatly blessed and 
will see results from her spirit-filled 
preaching. Our Sunday School has in- 
creased greatly since the revival. We 
thank God for the precious Holy Spirit 
that was present in every meeting. 
Brother Edward Neidermier is our 
pastor.—Wava A. McGhee, Reporter. 


SIDNEY, Ohio—Recently we had a 
two weeks’ revival conducted by 
Brother Wm. Wilson of Kenova, West 
Virginia. The church was greatly 
blessed. Sixteen were saved, 4 sancti- 
fied, 4 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
11 baptized in water, and 7 added to 
the Church. Brother Wilson will be a 
blessing to any church desiring a re- 
vival—O. D. Gammon, Pastor. 

DENVER, Colo.—Our church is mov- 
ing right along for Christ. Recently 
we had one of the most wonderful re- 
vivals we have ever had here. Night 
after night our souls were blessed by 
the inspiring messages of the evange- 








NORTH, S. C.—Recently we had a 
two weeks’ revival at the Community 
Church of God in North, South Caro- 


lina. Brother Marvin Craven of 
Honea Path was our evangelist. Five 
were saved, 4 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 5 added to the Church, and 
some definitely healed. The messages 
were —_ but very soul-stirring and 
will long remembered. Brother C. A. 
Powell is our pastor—Mrs. Major 
Sharpe, Sunday School Secretary. 


KINGSTREE, S. C.—We have just 
had a revival with Brother and Sister 
Hobson Gray. Every night there was 
a great moving of the Holy Ghost, and 
souls were saved, sanctified, and filled 
with the Holy Ghost. Two were added 
to the Church, and a wonderful mira- 
cle was performed right before our 
eyes. A man from Turbeville who had 
had a stroke in his left side came to 
the Church one night. His tongue was 
drawn to the side of his mouth and 
he was blind. The first night God 
loosed his tongue and for the first 
time in several months he could talk 
so that we could understand him. His 
wife testified that his speech had come 
back to him better than it had been 
since he had had his stroke. The next 
time he came God healed his eyes and 
he was able to read in the song book. 
He also stood and shouted on his crip- 
pled leg and testified that God had 
gloriously healed him. This man said 
that he visited Oral Roberts’ meeting 
in Florence every night except one and 
went through the healing line once, 
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but he didn’t feel the power of God 
like he felt it here at the Church of 
God. Brother and Sister Gray were a 
wonderful blessing to us in this re- 
vival. People came forty and fifty 
miles to be in the services.—Mrs. Nina 
Richardson, Reporter. W. N. Richard- 
son, Pastor. 

SYLVANIA, Ga.—We have just had 
a four-weeks’ revival conducted by 
Brother Howard Hanley of Allendale, 
South Carolina. Twenty-eight were 
saved, 8 sanctified, 5 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and 6 added to the 
Church. The church was greatly 
blessed by the preaching of Brother 
Hanley.—Joe M. Cleghorn, Pastor. 

WELLBORN, Fla.—The Lord has 
been very good to us here in Wellborn, 
and we want everyone to know about 
it. We are praising the Lord for his 
great blessings and for the recent 
nine-night revival we had conducted 
by Sister Gertrude Albritton, who is 
a member of our church. Each night 
Sister Albritton preached under the 
great anointing power of God, and 
many souls answered the call to re- 
pentance. Fifteen were saved, 5 sanc- 
tified, 5 filled with the Holy Ghost, 10 
baptized in water, 11 added to the 
Church, and 2 backsliders came back 
to God. We praise the Lord also for 
our good pastor and his wife, Brother 
and Sister Morris Wiggins of Lake 
City, Florida. They are humble, con- 
secrated Christians with a zeal to see 
the work of the Lord grow. Pray for 
us that we will always let Christ Je- 
sus come first in our lives—Betty Jo 
Hobbs, Reporter. 
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list. A two weeks’ revival was held by STATE DATE PLACE 
Brother and Sister E. J. Barley, Jr., DELAWARE-D.C.-MARYLAND August 8-14 Campground, Hurlock, Mary- 
who are a wonderful young couple do- (vep Ellis, s -_ 
ing their best, working for Christ. Not mepcana July 18-18 Austin peaks 
cay did we enjoy the messages, but IOWA A on 2-7 Hickory Grove, Ottumwa 
also we enjoyed the special singing of LOUISIANA pa $37 Mo , 
this talented couple. Nine were saved, comennaar pe age a“ 
and 4 filled with the Holy Ghost. We y . 
also wish to say a word for our pastor MISSOURI — oe meedie CVeo Eis Speaker). 
and his wife, Brother and Sister R. T. MONTANA-WYOMING July 11-16 Livingston, Montana 
arse et Gkeaber. Ove Gina | “ae mae et Ju os 3 

° J EY d 1- easan » BF 
School has more than doubled since NEW abe pe tn 2-6 Roswell 
that time. We thank God for a pastor (C, R. Spain, speaker) 
like Brother Lankford who has worked NEW YORK July 11-17 Shady Lawn Motor Court, 
so hard for the cause of Christ. Not Glen Falls 
only is the Denver Church of God OKLAHOMA August 1-7 Campground, Chandler 

PENNSYLVANIA July 25-August 4 Campground, Somerset 


growing but also the churches (Ven Mili’ speaber) 








throughout the state of Colorado are 
making great gains for God under the oe oy Se a 
supervision of Brother A. G. Thomp- CENTRAL CANADA July 25-31 nenden 
~*~ son, our state overseer.—Ruth Elliott, 
Reporter. Bins = én - stool 
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A Man Called Peter and 





Mr. Jones Meets the Master 


BEST-SELLERS We offer two outstanding books that have proven themselves as 


BEST SELLERS—Add both of these fine books to your library— 





Do Not Fail to Read This 
Great Book, Mr. Jones Meets 
The Master... 


Only $2.50 





CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922-1080 Montgomery Ave. 
CLEVELAND — TENNESSEE 
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NEW POPULAR PRICED EDITION 


of Catherine Marshall’s great best seller Regularly $4.00 


Now S1.98 





"One of the most glowingly Christian books I have ever read. It would be 
impossible to tell you how it has inspired and touched and helped me.” 
—Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 








The depth of Peter Marshall’s mes 
sage, the earthy pungency of his expression, 
have become an American legend. Here is the real heart 
of Dr. Marshall’s greatness, the best of his preaching in a book that 
bas sold 400,000 copies to date—unforgettable to read, a wonderful 
book to give! $2.50 


Order your copy today 
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CAPITOL PRAYER ROOM SHOWN 
TO PUBLIC 

A room in which United States Con- 
gressmen may meditate is to provide 
a special secluded space for that pur- 
pose for the first time in the 167 years 
of the two houses of government. 

Authorized last year by Congress, the 
room is a remodeled office just off 
the Capitol rotunda. A plain oak al- 
tar stands before a stained-glass win- 
dow on either side of which are large 
candelabra. Comfortable chairs are 
placed around the room, which is 17 
feet square. . 

The public is not to be permitted 
into the room, which is for the ex- 
clusive use of Congress members as 
individuals. 

An impressive feature of the new 
Prayer Room is the stained-glass win- 
dow in which George Washington 
kneeling in prayer is the central fig- 
ure. Behind Washington’s likeness are 
the words of the first verse of the 16th 
Psalm: “Preserve me, O God, for in 
Thee do I put my trust.” The main 
body of the window is composed of 





The Yonan Codex, opened at one of 
several pages inserted long ago to re- 
place pages missing from the original 
text. The illustration is a red and 
black diagram of the entrance to the 
traditional Tomb of Christ. It appears 
near the back of the volume. The 
1500-year-old Yonan Codex is writ- 
ten, from left to * hk in the Aramaic 
language spoken by the Lord Jesus 


Christ. 
(World-Wide Photo) 
The Yonan Codex, an ancient man- 
uscript of the New Testament, is taken 
from the vault of a bank in Washing- 
ton, D. C. It went on display last April 
5 at the Library of Congress. 
Carrying the box which holds the 
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ANCIENT COPY OF NEW 
TESTAMENT DISPLAYED 





precious manuscript is Norman Yo- 


nan, a member of the family which 
preserved it through the centuries. Be- 
side him is Bruce Baird, president of 
the bank and treasurer of the Ara- 
maic Bible Foundation. In the rear 
is Dr. William B. Adams, President of 
the Foundation. At the left is Pvt. 
— Young of the Washington Po- 
ce. 

The Codex is believed the oldest 
complete manuscript of the New Tes- 
tament in Aramaic Syriac, Christ’s 
mother tongue. It was written around 
400 A.D. and preserved by the Yonan 
family in the mountains of Iran. It 
disappeared during disturbances there 
in 1918. Eventually it turned up in the 


glass from West Virginia and Indi- 
ana. The window was contributed 
anonymously by a group of designers 
-— craftsmen from a California stu- 

Oo. 

(MNS) Children attending Good 
News Clubs of the Child Evangelism 
Fellowship in 1,000 U. S. cities con- 
tributed $30,000 to foreign mission- 
aries last year. 

The 167th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States voted (May 23) to approve the 
ordination of women as ministers. 
During the coming year 256 Presby- 
teries will vote on the issue. 

An EP correspondent in Argentina 
reports: “The majority of the news- 
ers here are pro-Peron. They not 
only omit any news reflecting the 
Catholic viewpoint in the current dis- 
pute, but carry attacks against the 
cler that in most countries today 
would be considered unprintable.” 





United States and got to Norman Yo- 
nan. He is a retired Washington rug 
dealer and real-estate man. 

The Foundation was formed to buy 
the manuscript from Yonan and pre- 
sent it permanently to the Library of 


Congress. 
(World-Wide Photo) 
The Codex is shown at the National 
Savings Bank and Trust Co. prior to 
its removal to the vaults of the Li- 
brary of Congress. During the trans- 
fer, while insured for one and a half 
million dollars, a stop was made at 
the White House and President Eisen- 
hower spent half an hour thumbing 
through the rare document. 
(United Press Photo) 
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Song Folios You Need... 
: / SONGS WITH A MESSAGE 
Just Pdbdbed 6 Vep Ellis 


Songs With a Message” .. . sheet song size, Inspirational mes- 
sages of truth, hope, and love set to beautiful melodies and rich 
hbirmony. Every song a blessing. Including: 


| BELIEVE IN THE LORD 
I’VE GOT A MADE-UP MIND 
LOOK BEYOND 

ALL THE WAY 

IT WILL BE WORTH IT ALL 
THE DAY OF THE LORD 


$1.00 Per Copy 





His Peace Like a River... 


The most inspirational song of the year written by a man of 
great faith, talent, and «bility, STEVE PRINGLE, of Tulsa, Okla- 
homa, pastor of ORAL ROBERTS, G. H. MONTGOMERY and 


other outstanding personalities. 


Recorded by VEP ELLIS and the THREE MACS on BIBLETONE 
RECORDS and SESAC Transcriptions. 


50 Cents Per Copy 


Order From: 
Tennessee Music & Printing Company 


Cleveland, Tennessee 





